I AM deeply conscious of the honour conferred upon me by the invitation to deliver the oration at this the 157th annual Festival of our Harveian Society. I regard it as a privilege to have been given this task, for it has prompted a renewed and fuller acquaintance with the life and personality of one of our greatest men.
I propose to make some reference to William Harvey himself and to the early days of blood transfusion, which became a practical procedure only after his discovery of the circulation of the blood.
What Harvey accomplished can be appreciated at its true worth only when we consider the state of knowledge in his time and the circumstances which influenced him.
Queen Elizabeth was on the throne when Harvey was born. He was a boy of ten when the Spanish Armada sailed up the Channel. His earlier years in London, when James VI and I was King and when much of his great work was accomplished, were spent in comparative peace. In later years when he was the King's surgeon and close to Charles I, there was the civil war in which he was involved and which brought trouble enough to him as to many others. In spite of religious strife and great unrest, there was an intellectual awakening throughout the land, the aftermath of the Renaissance which had culminated in the grandeur of The first four patients selected were already moribund and two were actually dead when the transfusion was begun. His later cases were less hopeless and it is recorded that four of the ten patients to whom he gave blood were restored by the transfusion and recovered. 
